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TEE SICRY ¢F Vo ThR! (Part 1)

Gernshack's Science ™Metion dssion

Cf the three iuierican scicnce fiction
pulps begun before the war whose files
cover more tian a s8ingle shelf, Tonder
Stories had the most chequered, and there-
fore most interesting, carcer., From tao
timc it was started by Hugo Gernsback, aftcr
tareec years of nursing Aiazing through its
teothing troubles, tc its end in 1955, it
changzed its title twice, its format threce
tizes, its price four, and bore the imprint
cf fiwve different publishing corpanies,
{Actually tio magezin: had only twe pub-
lishers, the otler imprints helonging to
wbaidiarics,)

Or.ce, for a OUricf but agonising per-
iod, it disappoercd from thc ncwcstarnds
altogcthior, to bc revived end rcuodellod
by tho firmwhiclk devcloped it intc Tirill-
ing Wonder Storics, long thc most consist-
ently populer of the scicnee fieticn mage
azinos cetering for a genoral rcadersaip
ag weli oo on inforaed followiiiz,  alwaya
tho clcaent o8 cdvaiturc i ite storics
725 aere noticeatlc then the seicnce, tihc
otmospaore uorcimpsirtant then tho writing,
At tices its litorar: standords sonl: to o
disrel lows during &lic vor rears it yro.
acnted o dllrouwad 22 purc haeck-work Thilo
it pondercd to $2w0 izoat Juvenile instincts,
3ut b 1643 it develeped n~ surprising mot-
writy, D7tk in its storics mnd its oditor-
ial slant,
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It 9ne the "cld®™ Torndor thnt spensor-
cd thc Scicnce Fiction Lorgue, outeomc of
a long caumpaign br founder Cernsback ta
encourage the orusadinz spiritcfSF fandon
by such devices as "Science THetion Teel!,
when routhful centhusiasts sought to spread
tke gospel by sticlming piropaganda labels
on walls and lamp-standsrds, 3ut if it
ever added at 8l) to Wondert!s circwulation
fandon failed to save it fron the fato
which overtook it in 1935, Then distrib-
ution troubles forced ita suspension until
Standardliagazines acquired the title, pro-
fixed it with the "Thrillin:® tradenmark,
and gave it & ncw leasec of life,

The first issuc of Science Wonder
Sterics appearod in Junc 1425 under the
imprint of the Stellar Publishing Corpor-
ation, its striking cover proclaiming it
TA Gernsback Publication®, its editorial
pagc flaunting an imposing arrar of Assnc-
iatc Science Editors whose function wos to
pPass upon thescientific bascs of its stor-
ies, Gernsback himself azsumed tho role
of Editor-in-Chief, with David lLasser as
Literary Editor and Franlzt R, Paul as Art
Director, A slogan declared "Prorphetic
Fiction is the ifother of Scientific Fact!,
while Gernsback editorialisedon his twenty
years' vmromotion of the rwoverent of SF in
Anericn (incidentally for the first time
calling it byits modern name, science fic-
tion, not scientific fiction or scientific-
tion) and of ~ circle of aunthors whose
surport he s8till rctainoed ofter his loss
of Amazing Storiecs, Ye claimed that the
title of the magazinc hod becn selected by
its potentinal subscribers, who had been
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circularisod in sdvancc: the resnonsc had
been Mtruly amazing®, Its fans, ke pro-
nounced gravely, regarded the "treuendous
new force witli a sort of revercnce": wit-
ress tho first of tiec prize-winningletters
ac pubiisiicd on "Tiat ScicnceFiction Ilocans
to 1"y in addition to the cnthusiasms of
"The Reader S»eaks®,

On tie focc of it, thc new rivel to
Amazing 7as not  vastly differont from the
magazine iich cditor-publisher Gernsback
22d loft to the tonder mercics of his old
associate Dr, T. O'Conor Sloosne, Poul's
wvarying artwork wos conspicuous insido
and ont; size and wake-up wore very simil-
ar, thoug: pictures of the autliors were an
innovation, Ancther now ideca was a scicnee
ncws foature; later camc "Sciencc Zucstions
and Ansvcrsh,

The sceond issuc rcflectcdthe growing
intcrest in astronautics (which Editor
Lasscr encouraged further by writing the
first Inglish book on thc subject, "The
Conqucst of Space¥, N,7, 1G31) in the shape
of a serioliscd translation of M"The Prob-
loms of Spuce Flying" by the German engin-
ecr writing as Captain Hermann licordung,
(July-Sopt. 1629)

In fact, from the standpoint of tho
cxporienced SF readeor, Science TVonder's
storics were at first hardly more interost-
ing than its non-fiction content, in spite
of the infiltration of several of Amazing's
favorite contributcrs, But such tales as
Jack Williamson's "The Alien Intelligence®
(July-avg. 1525; reprintod Coptain Futuro
Spring-Tcll 1342), Devid Z, Zcller's "The
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Eunan Termites" (Scot,-itov, 1529;: roprinted
Captain Future Tinter-Fall 1G4C) and D, D,
Shawp's "The Btermal Ian" (Aug. 1929; re-
printed Startling Jan, 1535, 7onder Annual

1950) 1lingor in the :rories of “thosc
whe belong to a generation more concemmed,
then, with the quantity than the quality
of the reading available to then, Their
powers of discrimination werc not so &ill,
though, that they did not £ind somcthing
lacking in the untutored cfforts of soiw of
the ncw writcers Gernsbaclk introduccd, most-
ly throughthc pages of Air Tendor Storics,
tho coumpanion publication ac lamnched in
July,

Through this &hc hoped to attract to
scicnece fietinn  the Lzwnge  irendnded
follnwring of the aviation story magazincs,
by applying thce saic teehnique of cxtra-
polation to their talcs of acronautieal.
adventurc in the manncr of Vietor IlacClurc!s
fThe Arlk of the Cevonant" (Jui;~Cct, 15235)
and George Allan Englandls "Phe Flying
Legion® (Jan.-April 1¢32) which classics
he reprinted, 2ut if taese and a few new
efforts by old hands lilze Edmord Hanilton,
aided by Paults illustraticas, made the
nagazine reasonably intcresting, the wen-
ture succecded onlyr inso far as it catered
for the voracious S7 1lover, in defererce
towho= the imnginative scope of the stories
was  enlarged to embrace dinterplanctary
travel. It als: provided an cpening for
scveral promising new outhors (Cog. Neil
R, Jones, Leslic P, Stoncy, Henrii Delil
Juvo, Lloyd Artaur BEshtach), whe gradurtod
to Scicrnece Tornder and onlorged on their
success when, almnst inevitably, the tie
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pagazines wvere cowdincd tc for: Wonder
Stories in June 1G3C.

Prier tothe fusion, Gernsbaclt height-
cned his reputetion for fostering new writ-
ers b orgonising cover storr contests in
bota wogazines, on tae lines of taat which
had discovercd fresh tolent for Anazing
not longz since, As before, Poul did a
bracc of intriguing covers anropss of no-
taing in particular, around which trro
cuthors were invited to write short storics,
48 o consequence Caorlcs R, Tonner, J, Hore
very Hoggewd ond P, Sehmyler ifller, anong
otuacrs, mode their debut in the ficld; -=milo
Reymond Z, Gallun, Ed Ecrl Repp ond Raymond
4, Polmer, who were to beeouc firmly en-
trenched in duc coursc, insinuatcd thom-
sclves 7ithout winning sny prizes,

Anoticr obortive attempt to oxtend
the feclers of S into eanotihcr ficld was
made  tarough the 1less stylised poges of
Scicntific Detcetive Iionthlsr, Sneceinlising
in crimctarillers with a scanty boackgrournd
of scicnce, it hod os its Editorinl Cormig-
sioncr Arthusr B, Rcove, ~uthor of the Craiz
Konnedy storics, vhich it featured nromine
cently, -7tk scvernl by Eduin Rnlacr snd 7,
B. IeHorg nreviovsl: prescated in Amnzing,
Dr. Xeller weighed in with his detcective
Tainec of Sen Froncisco, and such proctised
ST writcrs os Z, 7, Storzl, Raloa ldlne
Forlcy ond Ctis Adelbert Xline, ogcntcd
by ncmecaers  Jones, Eshbock ond Ropp, did
tacir best to give the mngazine o scicnti-
fictional flavor, But in spitc of vonish-
ing criminzls, safc-cracking robots, lic-
dctcetors ond on cssay by {larls Ashton

o
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Soith into “ifurder in the Fourth Diiension!
(Cet. 153C), Amozing Detective Tales, as
it bYecens 7ith its sixthissue, faded after
four more into science fictionl!s limbo of
clmost-forgotten things, leaving readers!
denands for intevplanetary crooks unsatis.
fied pro ten,

Science WVonder Quasrterlyr continued
handsomely, however, %0 supnlement the
nonthly Vonder, with anappropriate adjust-
ment of title after three issues, In dis-
carding the "Science®, Gernsback explained
to readers ¢f thé new Uonder that the word
hadgiven to the wminitiated the impression
that it was ¥a sort of scientific period-
ical% rather than a fiction =magazine, thus
kinderirg its missior as the organ of SF,
Said the Scienceers, an earnest group of
the initiated, sending congretulations on
Vonderts first anniversary: ¥Tho omission
has our hearty approbation.' Seldonm ag-in
was the oft-rcpentcd argument about ident-

to be so amicably settled,

To hands that hove become acenstouacd
to the slim, pocket-sized mognzines of this
era, the bullty, 144-pege Torndcr Storics
Quertorly of thirty yoors ago scoms dis-
tinctly Brobdingnagian, Te the fans of
thosc days it wns soacthing you could
really gct your teeth into, Aprpoaring con-
currently with an cqually massive Amazing
Quarterly, it wont to supplemert the rcg-
Uler diet of science fiction provided by
the rival monthly putlicotions with a por-
iodical foost of reading ~hich was often
more satisfrying, bath te tlic appetito ond
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to tho discriminative scnse, The ovel-
length stories it presented 21l in a lurp
instcad of in tho irritating serisl forn,
its plentiful illustrations and tight-
pacized cclurms, 211 contributed to its de-
licious meatyaspect; and if tho fare prov-
cd a littlc toc lumpy at times, it was
ostly digestcd quite happily, The onl:r
dravbaclz to the hoavy-weight, solid-bound
issucs was tihc nccessity of clamping thon
firmly down to a board in order to cope
7ith theou comfortably, espocially if vou
liked to read in bed,

The Bise of thc Intcrplongtary Story

Rosplendent 7ith a gilded cover, Sci-
ence Jonder Quarterly started off by fea-
turing a translation of Otto Willi Gailts
"The Shot into Infinity" (Fall 1929; re-
printed Science Fiction Quarterly Tinter
1941); its scquel, "The Stone from the
doon", followed in the Spring 1S3C issue,
These somevhat heavy but then quite fascin-
ating talcs werc inspired by the astronaut-
ical awmbitions of thc German rockotcers,
of whose Society for Space Travel one Willy
Loy dul wiwote in a letter to ¥The Reader
Speaks®; he proposcd to give his fellow
mewbers & taliz on science fiction, as a
caangc from the tcchnical dissertations of
Profcssor QCberth... at that time, astro-
nautics ond science fiction mnde progress
togectacr,

In tac soamc correspondence  eosiwms,
associate nditor C. P, :inson was inforaing
Wonder rcaders of the formation of the Am-
erican Interplanetary Society, of -hich
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lenaging Editor Davidlasser and contribut-
ors Laurence :bnning, Fietcher Fratt and
G, Edward Perdray ere other »Hrine novers,
(Later two more SF writers, ‘athar Schach-
ner and Dr, Willia: Le:lzin, becane the So-
ciety?s Secretary and Librarian,)

As Gawain Edvards, bearded Tice-Pres-
ident Pendray had ammsed hinself writing
"A Rescue from Jupitor" (Feb.-iich., 153C)
for the monthly Science Tonder; it, too,
had a sequel, %The Return from Jupitert
(ich,-Apr, 1931), It wes llonaing who, aft-
er collaborating with Fratt on "The City
cf the Living Dead" (liay 1037; reprinted
Startling July 1942), ‘mrote these clas-
sic interplanctary picccs, "The Voyoge of
the Asteroid® (Summer 1632) and "The ¥roclk
of the Asteroid" (Dec, 1932 - Fcb, 1933),
follorcd by the "ian whc Awmle" scrics ond
thc popular Stranger Clud siories, Pratt,
an carlier collaborator -rith Irvin Iester
on "The Reign of the Roy® (June-July 1929),
vhieh vployed -Tith the ides of o war
ageinst the USSE in thc 'thirties, distin-
gaiszed himsclf with "The Cnslaught from
Rigel" (Tinter 1G632; roprintced Torder
Story Annual 1950); by which time the de-
mend for Minterplancioarian®™ storics had
beecome sonarkced that Quarterly issues con-
gisted of 1little clsc, and werc labclled
to advertise the fact.

LY

R, HE, Romons' "The loon Conguerors"
(Tinter 1930; reprinted Science Fiction
Quarterly Surmerl94C; PB 1C44, London) and
fMhe Tor of the Planets?® (Suzmer 1G30) were
among the first full-length stories to set
this trend, to further hich an Interpian-
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etary Plot Contest wns orgenised,

By offering prizes to recders whoa has
could rct induce to try their strength oo
cuthors, Gornsbock persuaded thes at least
to part with their ideas for such stories
so tiot 2his ostablished contributors night
put thein tc go0od use when ther were stuck
for o plct, Suck fertile writers as Ray
Cwaxidngs, Clark Ashton S:ith, R, F, Starzl
and Jack Villianscn were not above accopt-
ing ~ssistance fromfans who proved copable
of constructivo thcughts along these lines
a3 woll ez the withering criticisms thot
inspired tac comppetition,

Discomting those rcl;ding on
betwecen twe planets, writh n lot cf roys
and bloodshed", which werc disecourcged in
fovor of "new noints of view on interplon-~
ctar;” empioration®, tac cditors fHouwnd an
originslity and fresiness irn men;r readers!
ideas "ofton unaatched by tie bost of our
anthors,”

Wn, sor

Anong those who managed to maintain
their reputations unaided in the Quarterly,
Stantoz A, Coblentz witia "Into Plutonisn
Depsthas®  (Spring 1931; PB 195C, 1T.7.) and
John Scott OCampbell <Titk %3eyond Pluta"
(Swzier 1532; reprintcd Fentastic Storr
Fall 1951) wrere fairl:r conspicucus, liore
so -7a8 .sustralian oprster;r writer o, 1L
Walsh, iiosc taleof intrizue and adventure
in space, "Vandals of the Void® (Sumzer
1631; reprinted Fantestie Story Spr. 1951)
sow boolr pibliecction in Tngland thet jeer,
though "The Venguard to lleptune" (Spring
1432; Torder Stor; Arnmusl 1552) was not so
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only as a pocletbool
th were published in

er 1’;‘3 ) divided
tetween German Zudwig Antonts
very Bridgest end. "Exiles on
Legnerush 'b;f”’ iteints John Beynon Haxris
(r..w-. John r.-‘ndnam), vho was still to cone
trivute furiher tc the monthl:- in which he
a2d .:—110 his sppecarance in lAar 1931 -rith
TForlds to Barter®,

Other ish "witers in the Tonder
cagazines t this time were George 3,
Seattie and Benson Herbert, TFestus Prag-
nerl vas another Fnglish reacer who was to
turn contributor before long,

Aided Y7 expert 0, A, Brandt, who had
rejoined him as Litersrr Editer, Gernsback
continued eagerly to i:pleuent his nolicy
of presenting the worlk of Buropean writers,
holaing out to his reade"° the promise of
Several interplanetar:r novels he had se-
cured on a trip to England, France and
Germany in 1972

The Teutonic school was well estab-
lished alvreadr, Toxly in the career of
the Quarterly it had festured the slow-
moving stories of Otfrid von Hanstein,
¥Ilectropoiis® (Swmer 1930) and "Between
Ferth and loon' (Fall 1G3C): 1later, three
more vere seriaiised in the monthlyr, Bruno
G, Burgel®s "The Cosmic Cloud" (Fall 193L)
was another Gernen product. "A Daring Trip
to llars?® by llax Valier, rocletryis first
warsyr, appeared posthwiously inJuly 1631,
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In due course the montialy reflected the
french influence with S, S, Eeldls fThe
Death of Iron® (Sept.-ifcv, 1932: Wonder
gt"'*-f Annual 1952) and Fugene Thebauvlt®s
¥The Radio Terror™ (June-Qect, 1933%), If
all this foreign infiliration was frcwned
upon b the now consideratlic host of Amer-
ican ST writers, they did not demur, After
all, SF was truly international, as the
letter coivmms testified, ond at least i3
zgpt the translators busy,

Irn his constant design to organise his
readers as propagendists for his stock-in-
trade, Gernsback offered 5CC dollars in
prizes for letters on hat I have done to
spread scicnece fiction", which he published
in the Quartcrly, The cditors fecl they
aave o great mission', he wrote carncstly,
"Zvt it is irpossidlce for us to succood..,
unicss our readers preach the gospcl of
scicnec fiction. The scloet group of rend-
Srs which now oxists is o marvellous nue
cleus fora far zreatermass,,.yct to comc, ¥
e suggcsted telking to club mectings,
writing lctters to tho papers, and sclling
r.zine subscriptions torclatives; though
carcfully he cipphasised that Vihis is not
& subscription contest, Cur purposc is
oinly to convert otkers to the ceusc of
scicnec fiction, ¥

In Scicnee Wonder, hc horped on the
TSeience Fiction Weck" which was specially
sct ecside for an intensification of this
cammpaign to confer Mimiense benefit on oll
w10 have not et had the pleasure snd pro-
fit thet ccms from close acquointance
with scicnce fiction,it Suppo:x,er were Lo
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publicise "thc cxistence ond powoer of tiis
grent cducationsl force,,..in several inter-
esting ways which [70:1d] bring them into
the public cye and nark thez as pionocrs
of scicnecc fiction," Cnec of tacsc m™a. tC
blaze o trail of sticlc- posters (ovnilable
to all who carcd to writc ir for thcn) on
shop 7indows, news=-stands, tclcgrnnh »oles,
ond other sites suitchbl:s core-cntching,
Tius seience fiction, b;- degrcos, was bSound
to smcop the trorld,

For attesting tc his sm efforts in
this direction, a prize went to Raymond A,
Falmer, who had developed the Science Cor-
respondence Club; but "it is in the pro-
duction of more accurete and vetter s-f
tiat I a: now greatls interested,” Zo had
startcd a sciocntific librar- —Taich omthers
concerned with the accurac: of their work
aight consult, and catublishcd contacts
giving rise to cnllaberation, It was the
sone Palnier vtho fourtcern rears later as
oditor of Anazing Stories woc  to sponsor
the Shaver igrstery,

Another prizewinner sms Halpa 1ilne
Ferler, who claimed that 7Dy 7riting and
piblishing newsparer articles or: the field
he had "furnished more arunriition than anr
fan," In due course Gernsbacik annomnced
that the contest had been on unqualified
success and, together with the Teek, had
given S greater immpectus then it had ever
received before, 3ut he s not entirely
satisfied,

"herc is no dosuot but that the gen-
eral public is still unawere of thie now-
est of 211 forccc irn litersture,..it is 2
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sed cormentar; on  our general level of
taste or dntelligence that, desnite the
grominz pepularity of science fiction, the
apvetite of the Asericon wagozine rezding
public gtill inclines to Tild Test bronco-
busting stcries and sex thrillers,.. The
editcrs »aove nover believed ao firmly as
thcr do now that scicnce fiction will one
dey sweep thc country, 2ut wtil that day
cnixs, trorc is the stecady winning of nev
converts - thecse we now have, So we ge
on yeor aftcr wear, building substantially
the great crmy of scicnece fiction frns...®

It w2s geing to be 2o long, hard
struggle,

-~ Thomas Sheridan

(to be continued)
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In_the FSS Library:

THE ECPRINS LAVUSCRIPT
br 2, O, Sherriff

The noon 1is discovered to be lagging
behind its eclipse schedvle, with the obe-
vious conclusion that it is slowing dowm
and i1l fall wupon the earth, It does
fall in sevennionths, and the daily life of
the leading character (a prize chicken
breeder) during thatperiodis given in ex-
cruciating detail, Throvgliont the book e
is rmch nore interested in his own small
affairs then in the treumcndous drama of
catastrophe taking plece arovnd him, But
the catastrophec is described in harrcwing.
1y graphic detail,

fankkind survives (though I doubt such
survival from an actual collision) and be-
gins a slow build-up fromscr:tch to a liv-
able civilisation on the ruins, 3But the
debris of the shattercd moon is found to
contain valuable mineral resources, Thac
usual political blundering and wniversal
greed bring about vwholesrle wer and do-
structiorn, Cur hero is left to starve.
Apperently mon can survive anything but
his omn folly,

—~ Stanley :dllen

Published 1939 (Gollancz, London; knacmile
lan, F.Y,; Ryerson, Totonto) 1940 (Gol-
lancz) 1958 as "The Gotocl--sm?®  (Pan PB,
London} Scrialiscd. c.g. Tomen's Wecldy,
Sxdney,. 2-G June 1SK4,
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LAST AD FTIRST 1INV
Y Ciaf Staptcdon.

For =a long view of the carth, its
meaning, and its futurec carried into %he
infinitc rcaches of time, try Flhast and
First :en", Starting at the presont, wo
Journey rapidiy with ionlkdind along the fu-
tile course of racial emergenco, develop-
ment and the inevitable decline, First an
(ourselves) fallis and is succocded by Sec-
ond Ian, et seq,

In oacia caso, man contends <rith his
own tochnology, masters it, and then goes
dowm to oventual dcfeat through his om
omotional ond intelicctual weoimess, The
moon falls (onc chapter kere) and you fole-
low thc vorious mutations of the huwwon (7)
racc in vweary and desparatc pilgrimages
from one clicn planct to another, through
agcs of ndjustment to environments, from
triwmph to catastrophe-—-and ecch time the
philosophicel implications of tho experi--
ment arecotclhiceliritia acidelarity, Tao bosk
cnds as it bogan, with the commnication
from & doowd Last lion to the currently
doomed First IZinn by weans of some unoxe
nlorcd corrider of time,

-~ Stanley Liallen

Publishod 1430 (iicthuen; London) 1931
(Mothmon; H, Smith, N.T.) 1932, 1934
(Zotbuorn) 1537 (Polican PB) 1953 (S, .
Eook Clut, London) In collcction "¢¢ tho
End of Timo¥ (Tunk ¢ Tegnalls, H.7. 1953)
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v Jlaf Staplcdon

The aporoxduaate 30,00C word length of
Dr, Stapledon's last story scarcoly  war-
ronts his publishers! descrintion of it as
a novel unless they werc vsing the word in
an older sensc., As oncwould oxpcct, there
is novelty in it, but it is o novclty morc
of detail than of form or contont,

The concept of wvital ond scenticnt
flamcs as symbols of gpirit is about os
old as sun worship, The attezpt to com-
pronisc betwecn spirituslit: and practicsl
cunning is evenolder; ncr is therc o greot
decal of originnlity in tle rcflcetion that
mants obtuscness and pettincss ks him
headed for his owm destruction, Fven the
ingcnuitics of concopt by whaich thc zent.
icnt flames originating in the sun may dbe
rcsuscitated in  the high tomperaturcs at-
tainablc through atomic fission, =2nd thus,
if men arc willing, spreoad the benison of
their spiritunlity so that a state of
psycho~scicrtific symbiosis will dewcelop,
can scarcely disguisc that the story is a
simple restatcment of the view that homo
s8till shows 1littlc nrospoet of becoming
sapicns,

"The story™, sor the publishers, Muay
bec takon as gyubolising somc of tho cone
tooporary human probleoizs, It ooy ~— and
perpetual oncs, too, It also indicatcs a
linc of conteomporary pescimism, It docs
not sce man taking voluntarily ony wey out
of his present impnsse, But though it
does not share the Adejection of spirit

.
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Thich darkened Tells' final obsorvations
on our sclf-dcstructive carcer, thero
sccms little ciffercnce of expectation be-
twecn the two auntihors concerning the fate
of this civilisction,

Thneir :odn dissizilarity lissoir scale

of view, The spiritvnality <7ith vhich
wclls was concerned was limited and al:most
measurable, It is izplicit in hisz mrizs

that he considorcd mon, with no ver: greot
nodifications, tobe cvolutionis last words
Tailurc, thercforc, :mst rcan utter dorfeot
=~ thc ond, For Dr, Stepledon, hewever,
spirit — lifc in cvolution -~ is morc io-
portant than suck tocporary nonifestation
of it as ronkind, Verc it ret for that, ke
too might bc oppresscd to the somo unianpy
sense of futilit:- at thc prospoct of the
unrcgenerate woic astutus blundering clos—
or tc the cnd of his tether,

— John Becyncn

Fublished 1647 (Secker & iarburg, London)
in colleccticns ¥Tn the End of Time' (Funk
& Tngnalls, ¥.Z,, 1953, "Torlds of Wonder"
(Frntasy Pudb, oc., Los Angeles, 1549)

T8 CCSIZC GIOIDS AND OU7Z OTHER
br Join Taine

Billions of years agc, foced wiith the
destruction of taeir cosmos, thc down roce
of Eos wrotec: "ielmow that Fos muat vanisl
lire o dreoma, ond that 211 our substance
rust Beecome loss thon a dveer, Eut we
sholl survive, Cur life, cur intelligence,

1 outlost our cxtineticon hrr nzes,
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These records vhaich we hove senled wp in
hundreds of millinns of shells resistaat
to oll destructive cgencies exeent directly
apolied nuclear disintegrcotion, Till be
scetteredbroadeast throughount tho mivorac
7ith the annihilation of our vplonet, For
nearly the whole five million rears of our
Decline we have labored to compile -nd
safogunrd in these records,,. 011 tihe sci-
ence of our racec, now absut tc vanish fronm
the univorse..."

In this bdeolz Joar Taine records thot
the Tirst of these P"monf.mrde meteors -«-
sphericnl ropositories of pre-iumsn, extra-
gnlectic histor;m ond "risdon —— was fomnd
on Earth in 1875, The stor:- opens in the
22nd Century, by which anctler fortys-three
of the gecsids have been discovercd and
thcircentents partly dociphered b moxbers
5f thac Alliancc of Tnrlid Scicntists, The
7orld isin o bad worr 300 -renrs henec, The
Soventh Werld Woxr is in progress, ond bp-
the cnd »f the stary IZorthls totol popul-
ation heg been reduced to o merc twclve
million, ond scicnec lheos been  scrapped,
ion hos turncd his cves from the stars,
and Tith o clouded mirdis c;c loolzs to the
star-gozers -— astrolezists ~ instend,

The Bos of this bock Xas nothing to
do +with the Fos of Trincls ¥The Time
Strecom®, incidentallr, Tac suthor con-
sidercd it his best rork, but I doubt if
wony of his admirers All ogree with hin,
It is scarccly o story: watihcr, we have a
sort of combination of "Deooth into Life®™
end  U3tar iinkerV, and the st;lce strongly
suggosta Stopledon, Yot I cannot cnthus-

iotcs ond Somucnt £3.43
iastically rcocommaend it, oxcept to those
a0 cratt get onough Stoaplcedorn,

I misscéd the crackle of charncter
conflicts 50 ongrossingly dowvclopcd in
TQunrlels Invention" and "The Iron Stor®,
thougr I must give Tainc crcdit for his
inventicn 2f o sect of Stapledonion intcl-
ligences ~— tihe Controllers of Lifc, the
Fully Living, tie ILiving Dcad ond tho
Hopeful Instors,

Sincc therc is no description in the
storyy cf tizc Tosians whom he olcected to
dcpict oix the joecltet and tirice in the in-
terior illustraticns, Lou Goldstonc con
onlr bc »raiscd for his highly imnginative
conccpt of thesc alien beings,

At lecast, I lcarncd from tais book
that 1 an — a descendent of thce Zosian
Rcnegedes, For they felt that life was but
a torment to its posscssors of intellig-
encc, ond thct a nihilistic accoptance of
planetar;- extinction wes the onlr humanc
solution for "humanit:¥, with “hich rare
strealz of senity I heartily concur,

As for %The Black Goldfish®™, vwhich
fills out the last 77 pages of thc bock,
it does littlemore than that, 1Its scienco
is slim, its plot and style second-rato,
Its original title wasz fVitawmines Alpha
and Caegns the spelling of vitamins will
givec ryou on iden of vhen it -ns written,

- Forrest J, Ackerman

Publisied 1549 (Fantasy Publishing Coopanyr,
Lns Angcles)



€0.44 Wotcs anéd Jormient

20638 CTEY

07 Lo Sornguc & Soug

™iis volwae is o wondorful cmnmple o7
gcicnec fietior not Zaving $o dopend on
tulp magazine salc to earn tho Triter 2
living, It is doudtfvwi if any magazine,
Galaxy included, —ouldhave published this,
for it is 2 novel of sex: not pornogranhy,
but sox as hondled froz o sciontifictional
vicypoint, De Corp has set uwp o 7orld in
<thich peoople operato o foru sf governuent
simileor to bocs,. Taore orc scvorel scli-
contained citr-states (or hi-ea) populatod
by neuter males sand femnlee vwho arc the
loborers oxnd acldicrs, & sclectod grous of
functioning =ales tho Lore but one func-
tion, ord Sinnlly the green hersclf Tho
printsine the status que as rogords 2
2cnlthy anéd stablc pooxleotion,

Into this ocituction econes a survey
saip from Zorth, containing nmong others
in thc crew o pair of lovers, vhe carry on
in Bartnly fashion to the astonishuont and
cventurl cnlightenrient of o rebel girl vho
stolc amalo onddcscrtod her citv, Agoinst
a backegrcundof inter-city —rfare, do Coom
spins o dclightf™’ comedy in fcllowing tho
amekioning of tho uneoutor=fomelc rodel, Ono
of this o~uthorts weorr Ddost worizs, and
highly rccomacndced,

L XN ]

- Tilgnn Thacker

Publishod 1951 (Dsubledry, ToT.) 1652
(Dcll FB, ¥.7.) 1954 (Pirrrelc FE, London)
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